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LIGHTNING LOOK TO STRIKE TWICE

PROTEST VOTES DON’T WORK

The Tampa Bay Lightning begin the 2016 NHL
season Thursday, Oct. 13. Read a recap of the team’s
preseason games, the new players acquired in the
offseason and a preview of what’s to come.

Sunday’s debate was “wild and woolly.”
If you’re still not sure who to vote for in
November, read Michael Moore’s opinion
on why third party votes are wasted votes.

JUST FOR THE RECORD, PLANET
RETRO IS SWITCHING LOCATIONS

The local vinyl shop is closing the doors of
its original storefront, but will open again in
November with a shop that’s bigger, hopefully
better and a bit cheaper for owner Robert Sexton.
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Students Zip Into Homecoming
By Devin Rodriguez
drodriguez@mail.usf.edu

N

ot even a hurricane could stop the Bulls
from enjoying their annual homecoming celebration.
Hurricane Matthew forced the Harborside
Activities Board to reschedule their programs
and events throughout the week, after spilling
it’s torrential rain across Florida and brushing
against the east coast Friday.
Homecoming is a student-run event, and Kania Davis, the director of traditions for HAB,
played a large role in setting it up. Hired in
April, she said that this week represents the
culmination of all of her work.
Davis said she was proud of the way her
team handled the weather.
“We had to change the plans to adapt to
the weather, and I’m very satisfied with the
outcome, numbers and attendance of those
events,” Davis said.
“I don’t think people understand what it
means to be student-run,” Davis said. “We are
juggling our classes and this job.”
Davis is a junior psychology major, with
a minor in leadership studies, she thinks that
traditions play a large part in developing the
culture of USFSP.
“We do things differently than the Tampa
campus, culturally we are different,” said Davis. “The boat race and glow party are uniquely
our own ideas.”
CONTINUE READING, PAGE 4
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Swingin’ & Smilin’: Hannah Hutchings swings across the gold parking lot. On Tues. Oct.4. Her and other USFSP students had the opportunity to zip line as part of last week’s
homecoming festivities. The zip line was originally scheduled for Monday, but was rescheduled due to inclement weather. Monday night’s fireworks were delayed indefinitely.

Matthew Makes a Mess Along Florida’s Coast
By Michael Moore Jr.
michaelmoor@mail.usf.edu

I

f you were planning on an uneventful hurricane season, think again.
It was only two weeks ago that Invest 97L
was a mere tropical wave off the coast of Cape
Verde. Now, Hurricane Matthew, as the wave
would later be named, has made a habit out of
terrorizing every landmass that it encounters.
Matthew traveled over 3,000 miles since its
inception and left a wake of destruction in its
path.
The storm reached hurricane status on Sept.
29. Within 24 hours, it had climbed to the rarely seen Category 5 strength on the Safir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale, with winds at 160
mph.
This storm has been anything but ordinary.
According to The Washington Post, Hurricane Matthew marked the third most rapid
intensification for any Atlantic hurricane in
recorded history. Matthew also set records for
being the longest-lived major hurricane (Category 3 or higher) formed after Sept. 25, and
for being the longest lived Category 4-5 in the
month of October.
In addition, this was the first Category 5 hurricane in the Atlantic basin since Felix in 2007.
On Tuesday, Oct. 4, Matthew rammed into
the southwestern coast of Haiti, bringing with
it a swath of heavy rain and unforgiving winds.
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It made landfall around 7 a.m.
Nearly 900 people would ultimately succumb to the extreme weather conditions presented by the record-breaking storm.
On Sunday Oct. 9, Delta Sigma Pi held a
fundraiser event in the Coquina Club. It was
originally set to give the half of the raised
funds to the Kids Need Foundation. However,
the situation in Haiti led the coed fraternity to
donate money to a relief charity instead.
DSP charged attendants $10 to play volleyball pool, $3 to play FIFA video games and $2
to swim in the pool.
Richard Peters, the director of fundraising
for DSP, has family in Haiti. He says that he
will work with his family to find a charity
organization that will actually put the earned
money to good use.
The destructive trail carved out by the storm
would pass through Cuba and the Bahamas on
its way to the U.S.
Matthew teased the east coast of Florida
over the course of two days, never actually
making landfall.
Luckily for Floridians, the storm never did
make landfall in the state, instead opting to
skirt along the coast. Even so, over 1 million
people were left without power and at least six
people were killed in the state.
Matthew would go on to hit Georgia and the
Carolinas, continuing its destructive trend.
While many trajectories over the last several
days had the storm looping back around for a
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Helping Haiti: Delta Sigma Pi, the business fraternity on campus, hosted a fundraising event on Sunday Oct. 9 to
raise money for the victims of Hurricane Matthew. DSP doesn’t know which charity the proceeds will go to, but will
announce the charity at a later date. Students Richard Peters (left) and Samantha Catterton (right) pictured above.

potential collision with Hurricane Nicole and
a second strike at Florida, the latest updates as
of Sunday afternoon show it aborting that path
and instead dissipating into the northeast.
Hurricanes have collided in the past. These
rare binary interactions among cyclones are

THE CROW’S NEST IS THE FREE, WEEKLY STUDENT NEWSPAPER
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA ST. PETERSBURG.
ALL CONTENT IN THE PUBLICATION IS PRODUCED BY USFSP
STUDENTS.

called the Fujiwhara effect. Back in 2005 Hurricane Wilma absorbed Tropical Storm Alpha
in an example of the strange occurrence.
Overall, the storm has left more than 2 million without power in the U.S. and has killed at
least 16 people.
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USFSP Anthropology Professor Goes International
By Imani Craig
imanitaylorc@mail.usf.edu
and Vanessa Rivera
vanessar3@mail.usf.edu

J

et-lagged and fulfilled, Dr.
Kathy Arthur returned from
Kyoto, Japan after attending
the World Archaeological Congress
(WAC).
WAC was formed by Peter
Ucko in 1986, after South African
countries were misrepresented
and disenfranchised. WAC is an
inclusive, nonprofit organization
that strives to protect and preserve
indigenous culture.
“The board consists of a
large number of indigenous
archaeologists,”
said
Arthur.
“I wasn’t just attending, I was
actively participating in it.”
While at the conference, Arthur
gave two separate presentations.
“You don’t necessarily represent
your
country’s
perspectives.
Certainly not all of us in the United
States are going to agree on what
our politicians decide, and we
should have academic freedom to
be who we are and to represent
what we want to represent,” she
said.
Enlightening experiences don’t
come cheap, so in order to avoid
out-of-pocket expenses, Arthur
turned to USF funding.
“As a department, we get some
travel funds to go to a conference.
The amount varies between $500900, depending on the year,” said
Arthur.
Because she knew this amount
would not cover her international
travel expenses, Arthur said she
had to look for further funding
elsewhere.
“I applied for a USF system
international travel grant so I was

able to go,” she said. “[It] is very
competitive.”
The transition from being an
anthropology professor to giving
international presentations did not
happen overnight. Indeed, Arthur
was exposed to university life
from an early age.
“I think that’s one reason I
always wanted to be a professor,”
she said.
Arthur’s interest in African
culture was introduced to and
blossomed from the different
books her mother gave to her.
Arthur also recounted early
memories of her babysitter, who
happened to be her mother’s
colleague. Her babysitter was an
Afrocentric poet who Arthur said
really influenced her by opening
up conversations about race issues
and African culture.
“I was in a really liberal
university upbringing and I was
not aware of racism,” said Arthur.
“My
parents
had
many
international friends. It kind of
shocked me that racism existed
and I really started to observe it.
Everyone needs to know what’s
amazing about African culture
and what they contribute to the
world. And maybe that will help to
combat racism,” said Arthur.
While attending the University
of Texas in Austin, to her
disappointment, there were no
African-based classes until her last
semester.
“There was a professor they
hired who did African archeology
and of course I took his course. I
begged him every single day to
take me with him [to Africa].”
Even after working for two
years at the Institute of Classical
Archaeology in Italy, Arthur knew
that Africa was still where she
wanted to be.
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World Traveler: Dr. Kathy Arthur is an anthropology professor on campus. In 2012, Arthur and her husband discovered the first African
genome in Ethiopia, one of Arthur’s most notable finds. This year she gave lectures in Japan for the World Archaeological Congress.

“The professor said, ‘If you get
into grad school, I’ll take you to
Africa.’ So I ended up going to
the University of Texas at Austin
again, for my master’s, and I
worked in Botswana.”
After graduating with her
master’s
in
anthropology,
Arthur continued her education
at the University of Florida to
pursue a doctorate degree in
ethnoarchaeology.
She ended up working with the
Gamo people from Ethiopia.
“One of the professors who
became my advisor said, ‘Look,
there are cultures that make and
use stone tools in Ethiopia.’ I
had done stone tool analysis for
my master’s degree and I was
surprised no one knew about it. I
spent one summer doing a survey

traveling to these different cultures
in southern Ethiopia with five other
grad students”
The stone tools that the Gamo
make and use became the focus of
Arthur’s study.
When asked about future
endeavors, Arthur mentioned her
book, “The Lives of Stone Tools:
Crafting the Status, Skill, and
Identity of Flintknappers,” which
is in the process of being published.
“I was on sabbatical in 2014 and
2015, and I wrote a book about
stone tools,” she said. “It’s about
the Gamo and the different ways
in which people understand reality
and about being in the world.”
Arthur believes that working
with the Gamo people has changed
her mindset.
“There’s no reason for me, as an

anthropologist, to come up with
my own theory because the people
that I’m working with should be
understanding what their theory is
and how they see the world. I really
want to understand their culture,”
said Arthur.
“It makes me more aware and
more open to other perspectives.
This all ties in with the conference
I just went to and why I’m excited
about it, because [it’s] what my
sessions were on.”
One of Arthur’s most notable
finds to date is the first African
genome, excavated in Ethiopia
back in 2012, with help from a
team that included her husband,
Dr. John Arthur.
Arthur continues to work with
the Gamo people and looks forward
to returning to Ethiopia in 2017.

It’s On Us Sexual Assault Awareness Campaign Returns

COURTESY OF AUDREY MILLER

Speak Up: USFSP’s Compass Program takes the It’s On Us Challenge as a group. The photo is to stand in support of sexual assault
victims and pledge to be part of the solution. This is the second year the USFSP has taken part in the It’s On Us awareness campaign.

By Evy Guerra
evelyng1@mail.usf.edu

A

n estimated one in five
women will be sexually
assaulted during their
college years.
Due to the growing problem of
sexual assault on college campuses,
the White House launched the It’s
On Us awareness campaign in
2014.
USF St. Petersburg will be

taking part in the campaign
for the second year in a row.
Student Government’s Secretary
of
Communications,
David
Thompson, has been preparing for
this year’s events.
“I got to be a large part of
planning it last year and saw what
we should do differently and what
really worked well last year,” he
said.
Student Government has decided
to extend the weeklong campaign
to three weeks in order to get the

message across.
“The first two weeks are really
going to be about education about
what sexual assault is [and] what
this campaign is about. There will
also be a lot of opportunities to take
pictures to show support for sexual
assault victims, as well as taking
the It’s On Us pledge,” Thompson
said.
The pledge is a personal
commitment to help keep women
and men safe from sexual assault.
When taking the pledge, students

are deciding to become a part of so, if you can’t, find someone who
the solution towards ending sexual can,” he said.
assault.
Thompson also said it isn’t just
A big part of the campaign is about intervening when sexual
the photos. Students hold up a assault is happening, but changing
sign that says “Break the Silence” the conversation.
with tape over their
“Not everyone
mouths to show
can go out and be
their support for
a police officer
“The It’s On Us
victims.
Student
and try to stop
Government
[sexual
assault
campaign is
will be tabling
occurrences,] but
about [saying]
on
Harborwalk
it also comes with
Tuesday
and
something if you conversation [and]
Thursday from 11
respectful
see something. If being
a.m. to 2 p.m. over
when
talking
the next two weeks you can intervene, about a man or a
so students can do so, if you can’t, woman’s
body.
take part.
Or when someone
find someone
After the two
is
doing
or
who can.”
weeks of education,
saying something
there will be a week
inappropriate,
of events starting
[call] them out on
Oct. 24.
it.”
Thompson said the planning has
Thompson said his job is to
been time consuming.
plan awareness activities like this
“It has been a lot of work but many organizations outside of
because we are making such a big Student Government are taking a
commitment to it,” he said.
role during the week of events.
“Typically, this is a one week
“I am the one coordinating it but
campaign of action but we decided it really is with the community and
to do two weeks of awareness campus, which is what we really
before we could actually start the wanted to achieve this year,” he
week of Oct. 24.”
said.
Thompson said there are a few
The Multicultural Activities
different aspects students can take Council, the Career Center and the
away from the campaign.
Office of Student Conduct will all
“They should take away the fact be holding its own events. There
that they can do something about it. will be a talk dedicated to sexual
The It’s On Us campaign is about assault, another to sexual assault in
[saying] something if you see the workplace and then a screening
something. If you can intervene, do of “The Hunting Ground.”
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Tampa Bay Lightning Prepare
For Upcoming Hockey Season

COURTESY OF TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING

Lightning Strike: Tampa Bay Lightning center Cedric Paquette celebrates with a
teammate at Amalie Arena. The Bolts will begin the 2016 NHL season on Thursday.

By Nikki Sawyer
nicolesawyer@mail.usf.edu
The Tampa Bay Lightning are
looking for another successful
season. After almost winning
the coveted Stanley Cup the last
couple seasons, the team hopes to
add a second trophy alongside their
2004 Cup.
The Lightning made it to the
2015 finals, but lost to the Chicago
Blackhawks by a series score of
4-2. Last season, the team lost
to the Pittsburgh Penguins, who

went on to win Lord Stanley, in
the seventh game of the Eastern
Conference Final.
“The Penguins had better third
and fourth lines,” said associate
coach Rick Bowness of the defeat.
Lightning general manager
Steve Yzerman spent his summer
focusing on current talent rather
than gathering new players.
Captain and center Steven
Stamkos re-signed with the
organization days before hitting
unrestricted free agency. Stamkos
inked a $68 million, 8-year deal

which guarantees him $8.5 million
each season.
Head coach Jon Cooper said he
“wasn’t surprised” with Stamkos
wanting to stay in Tampa Bay.
“In my heart, there wasn’t one
ounce of me that thought anybody
was leaving,” Cooper told NHL.
com.
Yzerman also brought back
defenseman Victor Hedman to an
8-year deal, his worth $63 million.
Bowness said that Hedman
“wants to be the best he can be
every night” and he puts a lot of
pressure on himself. Perhaps that
is why the Swede is staying with
the team he’s helped get so close
to the Cup.
“It’s more [of] a matter of
keeping him calm. He cares so
much about the game,” Bowness
added. “There’s respect for his
desire [to be the best].”
Goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy and
center Alex Killorn locked into
new multi-year deals, too.
On Sept. 26, defenseman Nikita
Nesterov re-signed with the team
in a one year, $725,000 deal. After
Nesterov’s deal, only one restricted
free agent remains. re-signing
leaves one restricted free agent,
Nikita Kucherov.
Nikita Kucherov is in talks with
Yzerman for a larger payday. The

right winger made $700,000 last
year. Analysts say he is worth about
$6 million per season. However,
the Lightning’s salary cap only has
about $5-5.5 million remaining.
Yzerman said he is “very
hopeful” that the goal scorer will
re-sign and is willing to “push
harder” in their negotiations.
Returning to the team is center
Cory Conacher. He was traded
from Tampa to the Ottawa Senators
in 2013 in exchange for goaltender
Ben Bishop. After a stint playing
in Europe, Conacher hopes to
improve “a little bit of everything”
with the Lightning this season.
“I want to be an impact player,”
he said. “I want to contribute on
the scoreboard and be a puck
possession guy.”
Bowness described Conacher
as “highly skilled, well-liked”
and someone who “can move into
different roles.”
“He gives us good depth. How
much he plays depends on Cooper
and him.”
Kucherov and Stamkos are
known for putting points on the
board. If Kucherov re-signs, the
duo will certainly help the team
get to the top of the division once
again.
Stamkos underwent surgery for
a blood clot in his collarbone in

April, which took him out for two
months. He returned in Game 7
against the Penguins and is still
healthy for the upcoming season.
Also returning injury-free is
Bishop. He enters the last season of
his contract healthy after suffering
strained ankle ligaments and a shin
sprain.
Unfortunately for the Bolts, ring
winger Ryan Callahan is still on
the injury reserve list. Callahan is
out indefinitely with a labral hip
tear. He wore a gray no-contact
jersey during the Sept. 27 morning
skate. He is expected to return to
the lineup in mid-November.
Tampa Bay took on the Carolina
Hurricanes in its first preseason
game on Sept. 27. The Bolts were
down 3-0 in the third period until
newbies gave the team a much
needed offensive surge.
Brayden Point and Boko Imama
each put points on the board.
This season, Bowness said the
team needs “...more shots on [the]
net, more retrievers to get the puck
back.”
“We get closer every year,” he
said.
The Lightning will hold its
regular season opener against the
Detroit Red Wings on Thursday
Oct. 13. Tampa Bay earned a final
record of 3-2 in the preseason.

Look Back At It:

A Homecoming
2016 Recap
By Devin Rodriguez
drodriguez@mail.usf.edu
Tamiracle Williams
tamiracle@mail.usf.edu
and Jonah Hinebaugh
jonahh@mail.usf.edu

MONDAY
The homecoming celebrations
kicked off with The Herd Step
Team’s performance inside the
reef at noon.
The team surprised students and
faculty with a step routine to Fat
Joe’s “All the Way Up” that hyped
the crowd up.
Later that evening, Harborside Activities Board (HAB) announced it relocated the “Night
at the Bay” event into the USC
Ballrooms, instead of the Harbor
Lawn.
Students lined up for fried Oreos near the entrance of the USC.
Upstairs, Bulls raced through an
inflatable obstacle course and
challenged each other to bungee
basketball.
Music and dancing dominated
most of the evening and around
247 students registered with
OrgSync at the event.
Fireworks
were
originally
planned to end the night, but were
instead rescheduled for a later
date.
A zip line was placed in the parking lot adjacent to the bull statue,
but sat unused until the next day
due to rain.

TUESDAY
Out in the USF St. Petersburg
courtyard, over 40 students designed masquerade masks to wear
for the ball later that night. Feathers, glitter and rhinestones donned
the small masks to be worn with
formal attire.
That evening, the ballroom was
dark and refreshments lined the
back walls. Bulls danced until
midnight wearing glittering dresses and suits. The homecoming
court was also announced.
Last year’s king and queen,
Jared Bolton and Cynthia Wyre,
crowned the 2016 court, Juan
Salazar and Justice Thornton. The
South Florida All Stars also performed a dance routine for those
attending.
Salazar said the crowning was a
highlight of the week and as a senior it was a great achievement for
the end of his four years.
“I started at this school very shy.
I couldn’t talk to many people,”
Salazar said. “So, to be crowned
homecoming king before I leave,
I mean it’s a big change.”
He said that the tradition of
homecoming excites students, that
it is a chance to connect to something bigger.
“I mean the tradition acts as nostalgia,” Salazar said. “It reminds
you of how things change from
years before and what they’ll be
like in the future.”
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WEDNESDAY
Student organizations, staff and
faculty gathered on the Harbors
Lawn.
Sodexo provided a seafood boil,
and lawn games littered the grass,
like big-block Jenga and cornhole.
Students were able to decorate
sailor hats waiting for the race to
begin.
The boats were prominently displayed for visitors to see before
casting their votes for a number of
categories.
The decorations varied from the
eccentric to the practical and all of
the boats were hand-made
At 5 p.m., the race started and
participants took cardboard boats
out for their maiden, and for many,
only voyage out to sea.
Student Government’s S.S. Harambe came in first place, followed by the Reef’s The Reef,
with SG’s S.S. Zookeeper in third.
Surprisingly, many of the boats
were not lost at sea; over half of
the rickety sea crafts that entered
the race made it to back to shore.
Students and staff voted on superlatives for the boats.
The Loan Shark, Financial Aid’s
boat, was awarded most original
design, best construction, best
decorated and the student’s choice
award.
Most likely to sink was awarded
to the Black Student Association.
There were 25 boats in the race,
with some racers not getting to
the event until just minutes before
take-off.

THURSDAY
At the Tampa campus, Atlanta
rapper 2 Chainz performed at a
free concert for students inside the
Sun Dome Arena. The crowd collected on the floor in front of the
stage around 8 p.m.
The opening act, an upcoming
Chicago rapper named Dreezy,
began around 9:30 p.m. and the
main act didn’t take to the stage
until 10:50 p.m. 2 Chainz performed until 11:30 p.m.
Between the two performances,
Bulls Radio entertained the crowd
with hits new and old.
2 Chainz was reported to have
been paid around $100,000 for his
performance, which was less than
an hour long. Many artists, before
performing, will ask for certain
amenities, some reaching to the
absurd.
When 2 Chainz says he’s different, he really means it. He asked
for 2 liters of vodka, strawberry
Pepperidge Farm cookies, two
bottles of Rose Moet Rose champagne and a platter of chicken
wings, according to the Oracle,
the USF Tampa campus newspaper. The university negotiated
many of these requests down.
The rapper performed some of
his most well-known songs such
as “The Birthday Song,” “I’m Different,” “Spend It” and “No Problem.”

FRIDAY
At 1:30 p.m., HAB announced
that it would need to change the
scheduled foam party into a glow
party held in the USC Ballrooms.
HAB cited weather as the reason
for the change.
Around 175 students attended
the party, according to OrgSync
numbers, but friends and family
that do not attend the school are
not included in the total. The party lasted until 10 p.m. Attendants
helped themselves to pan-made
ice cream while they danced in the
dark.

SATURDAY
Saturday was the final day of
homecoming. The Bulls played
the East Carolina University Pirates. USF started the game off
with a strong offensive showing,
but the Pirates refused to go down
without a fight.
The Bulls held a 17-6 lead going into halftime. The Pirates answered with an offensive surge of
its own to come within 2 points.
The USF offense demonstrated
its ability to score in a hurry. The
Bulls scored two quick touchdowns to seal a comfortable
38-22 win over
ECU.

TRADITION
For many of the students, tradition was a recurring theme
throughout the week. Homecoming has been a tradition at USF for
the past 20 years.
The St. Petersburg campus can
often go unnoticed in the shadow
of its bigger sister campus. Homecoming has its own personality.
Kayley Klein is a freshman and
says she struggled with her decision to stay at this school in her
first semester.
The school’s sense of community is building for her.
“I was actually going to transfer out after my first year,” Klein
said. “Then I just started getting
involved and doing things, now
there’s no way I’m leaving.”
That’s what HAB hopes for each
year: To convince students that
they are apart of a community and
culminate a bond between them
and their peers.
Taylor Singleton, a junior education major, said it best.
“Homecoming is essentially the
pride and spirit of our university.”
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Third-Party Is A Waste Of A Vote
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I’m not exactly thrilled that it
has come to this.
Either Donald Trump or Hillary Clinton is going to be the
next president of the United
States of America.
What about Gary Johnson,
you say? Or that Jill Stein lady?
Let’s be real, at this point
both Harambe and Deez Nuts
have a better chance of winning
than either of these so-called
“options.”
Outside the realm of fantasy
land, it’s simple: the next president is either going to be an outspoken orange dude with what
may or may not be irredeemably small hands, or email-deleting “Crooked Hillary.”
As a result, we are left with
what seems like the classic
lesser of two evils scenario. In
game theory this is referred to
as the “no-win situation.” Trekkies will be familiar with this
concept as applied via the infamous Kobayashi Maru.
For the uninitiated (I forgive
you), the Kobayashi Maru is a
training exercise that simulates
a no-win scenario in which you
encounter the titular civilian
vessel in distress.
In order to save the ship, one
must enter a neutral zone, thus
violating a treaty and resulting
in your own ship falling under
attack and being boarded by enemy forces.
Enter the neutral zone, and
you and your entire crew are
doomed. Choose not to enter
the neutral zone, and the civilians perish.
As the term no-win scenario
implies, both choices result in
inevitable disaster.
In the Star Trek universe,
this test has only been defeated
once. James T. Kirk managed to
circumvent the ethical dilemma
by way of reprogramming the
simulation in a way that made
winning possible.
His justification? He doesn’t
believe in no-win scenarios.
Many disenfranchised voters,
particularly millennials, seem

COURTESY OF GAGE SKIDMORE

Going Gary: Gary Johnson speaking at the 2016 Conservative Political Action Conference in Washington, D.C. Johnson is a third-party
Libertarian candidate. He’s the leading third-party candidate, with seven percent of the nation’s support according to the New York Times.

determined to reprogram what
they see as a broken political
machine that no longer serves
the interests of the people.
They see a third-party vote
as a way to repair this machine.
They see a nation caught in
the overpowering, seemingly
inescapable stranglehold of a
two-party system.
To them, a third-party vote
is a way to implement some
much-needed change.
But assuming that we are still
living outside of the aforementioned fantasy land, no change
is likely to come by way of this
method.
There is a dirty little secret
that everyone knows, but no
one acknowledges: a third-party
vote is a protest vote.
I know you’re angry. But it’s
the truth.
We should have more options.
But we don’t. And we can’t. Not
under the current system.
While it is both easy and popular to talk about how corrupt
the two-party system is, it is far
less popular to acknowledge
what it is that got us here in the
first place.
Elections in the United States
utilize a method of voting called
First Past The Post (FPTP).
FPTP voting is one of the simplest systems imaginable: you
get one vote, and the candidate
with the most votes is the winner. Sounds logical, right?
It absolutely is, so long as we
are assuming that there are only
two options on the ballot. Have
more than two people running
for office? Well, that’s when
things get a bit dicey.

Robert Brent Griffin
Distribution Manager
Rob Hooker
Adviser
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Going Green: Jill Stein is the Green Party presidential candidate. She spoke in Ybor on
Sept. 28 and has 2.4 percent of the nation’s support according to Real Clear Politics.

FPTP only gives you one vote one of the few laws recognized
and is a winner-take-all system. in any field of social science.
When multiple candidates are
This might explain why the
presented, there is no way to last time a third-party candiindicate your second, third or date won the presidency was in
fourth choice: all that matters is 1860.
who your favorite candidate is.
By the way, that guy’s name
This is inherently disadvan- was Abraham Lincoln, and the
tageous to multi-party systems party was the Republican Party.
as it does not take into account
Instead of opening up
the full spectrum of your pref- third-party options for future
erences.
elections, it replaced its predeWhile a vote for Gary John- cessor, the Whigs, much like
son signals that he is your fa- had been done to the Federalists
vorite candidate, under this sys- before them.
tem, statistically speaking your
It took the chaos of pre-civil
preference for Donald Trump, war era conditions just to make
Hillary Clinton and Jill Stein this happen.
must be equal.
If you want to reprogram the
The problem with this is that machine, you have to change
your preference might not be the voting system. Voting third
equal but is treated as such un- party does nothing to fix this.
der the current system. MayBut as it happens, I don’t
be you love Gary Johnson but believe in no-win situations.
hate Donald Trump more than Okay, maybe I do, but just not
the rest of the candidates com- in this case.
bined, but the
Trump
and
system doesn’t
Clinton are not
account for that.
equal.
Only first place
One of them
There is a dirty
votes count.
supports
stopThis
simple
and-frisk.
He
little secret that
fact invariably
wants to ban all
everyone knows, Muslims from
leads to vote
splitting among
the country. He
but no one
candidates with
is going to deport
acknowledges: a millions of immisimilar ideologies.
third-party vote is grants and break
Vote splitting is
apart
families.
a protest vote.
the primary cause
He thinks that
of the spoiler efclimate change
fect, which sees
is a hoax perpenon-winning
trated by the Chicandidates draw votes away nese.
from the most similar candidate
For him, not only should
on the ballot, virtually ensuring women be punished for having
that they both lose.
abortions, but they are often
One of the more recent exam- demoted to something almost
ples of this phenomenon played sub-human: you are either a fat
out in the course of the 2000 pig or someone that he is going
presidential election. Bush won to “grab by the p****.”
Florida by an official tally of
The other is arguably the most
537 votes, thus securing him qualified candidate in the histothe presidency.
ry of the presidency, running on
Meanwhile Nader racked up the most progressive platform
97,488 votes in the state. He the party has ever seen. Like
appealed to liberal voters. Ac- most career politicians, she has
cording to Real Clear Politics, had more than her fair share of
the exit polls show that had Na- political scandals.
der not been on the ballot the
One of them is going to
net gain in voters would have choose the next Supreme Court
been at least 26,000 for Gore. nominee.
Enough to change the outcome.
One of them is going to shape
In FPTP voters see scenari- the future of our country for the
os like this play out over time next four years.
again and again, and as a result
We all want to feel like our
tend to adjust their votes to the voices matter and have a cancandidates that they perceive as didate that perfectly reflects
having the most similar views our political identity. But someas their own, while also having times that just isn’t going to
the best chance of winning.
happen.
As a result, FPTP virtually all
We may not be happy about
but guarantees that a two-party it, but at least this isn’t the Kosystem will dominate. This is bayashi Maru. What we decide
called Duverger’s Law, and ac- on Nov. 8 is going to matter and
cording to rangevoting.org, it is a third-party protest vote won’t.
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Corrections:
In the article headlined Frankly, Stein Visits Ybor, Gets (Dimly) Lit the I-4 corridor runs
from Tampa Bay to Daytona Beach, not Orlando. In that same story, Stein also ran for
Massachusetts governor in 2002 and 2010, for State Representative in 2004, and Secretary
of the Commonwealth in 2006.
Devin Rodriguez wrote Young Voters May Hold Key To The White House.
Ryan Callihan wrote Presidential Debate Draws Record Audiences. Jimmy Carter was the
incumbent president in 1980 and did not go on to be president.
Erin Murphy wrote USFSP Works Toward Creation of New Residence Hall.
In the article FAFSA Announces Changes For Student Application, the priority deadline
for USFSP students is Jan. 1.
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Kicking it Old-school: Planet Retro has been in its current location for three years. In the past, bands played shows in a small back location. Owner Rob Sexton will move to a new location in November and bring back the shows.

Local Record Store Planet Retro Moves To New Location
By Dinorah Prevost
dprevost1@mail.usf.edu

W

hen Planet Retro Records
was robbed over the
summer, Rob Sexton’s
store became one more business
affected by the uptick of crime in
the Grand Central District.
“Almost all of our neighbors
have been robbed,” he said.
On Aug. 4, a lone robber broke
in, stole merchandise and cash and
looted the store. Days later, Urban
Deli and Drafts, another business
one storefront over from Planet
Retro, was also robbed.
The
response
from
the
community to the Planet Retro
break-in was immediate. Within

hours after the news spread, a
benefit show for the store at the
Local 662 was organized. A few
local bands volunteered to help
Sexton recover his losses.
“It was humbling to see so many
people come out to support,”
Sexton said.
However, despite the support, the
incident further convinced Sexton
that it was time for a change.
On Oct. 9, Sexton closed the
door to the 2414 Central Ave
location for the final time. After
three years there, a rent increase of
hundreds of dollars, a lack of space
and the rising occurrences of crime
in the neighborhood, among other
reasons, have convinced Sexton to
move on.
The changing face of the Grand

Central District also warranted
a move. As gentrification takes
over, Sexton said he sees a lack
of similarly-minded neighboring
business owners as a problem and a
threat to the number of people who
visit the area.
The surrounding businesses, a
rowdy bar, a generic phone store,
a cake shop that is usually closed
most of the time and an earlyclosing coffee shop, Sexton said,
turn potential window shoppers
away.
But admittedly, when Sexton
leaves the current location, that
same foot traffic would be the
greatest advantage he will leave
behind.
“It was good to be on Central Ave
because there’s more foot traffic.
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All Sales Final: On Oct. 9, Sexton opened up Planet Retro Records in its original location. Sexton will be increasing the services he
offers in store, specifically Guitars on Central will be selling guitars, providing accessories and repairs on guitars at the new location.

Owner: Rob Sexton
Business: Planet Retro
Past Band: Failure Face
@PlanetRetroRecords

My regulars may follow me to the do more live shows, from hardcore
new store but I’m not expecting as bands to poetry readings.
much in the new neighborhood at
Sexton is also teaming up with
first,” he said.
Guitars on Central to set up a space
Sexton, a former drummer for them to sell and repair guitars
in local bands,
and equipment.
including a punk
While
vinyl
outfit
called
record
sales
have
Sexton closed
Failure Face, has
reportedly
been
the door to the
had a penchant
on the rise, Sexton
2414 Central
for
collecting
isn’t
idealistic
vinyl since he
about
his
main
Ave location for
was young. When
product.
the final time on
he began selling
“It’s
cool
vinyl, he advertised
because
they’re
Sunday. After
online, using a
in touch with
three years there, more
local warehouse in
the music and it’s
a rent increase,
Pinellas Park as his
something
they
storage space.
can actually hold
a lack of space
After
some
in their hands,
and the rising
time, he saw the
but I think the
occurrences
opportunity
to
trend is starting to
have a physical,
die down now,”
of crime in the
stand-alone store
Sexton said.
neighborhood,
on Central Avenue
Michael Knapp,
among other
and took it.
a world languages
With a new
sophomore, echoed
reasons, have
larger
location
the same sentiment
on
Martin convinced Sexton about vinyl being
Luther King Jr.
in decline.
to move on.
St., formerly a
“I think records
Canadian
drug
are a thing of the
store, Sexton sees a chance to grow past and digital music is far beyond
his collection of merchandise and vinyl,” he said.
the range of live entertainment,
The new store will open on Nov.
despite the less than ideal location. 1. However, the grand re-opening
“I’m looking forward to date isn’t until Nov. 19. On that
expanding,” he said. “There’s a lot day, Sexton will host an all-day
more room, including a big stage block party, starting at 10 or 11
in the back of the store, so I want to a.m., in the parking lot next door.

